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Colleges and Service Providers Join Forces to End Sexual 

Assault on Campus and in the Community  written by Stephen Montagna 

Last fall, with help from Aurora Health Care, three local colleges and Women and Children's    
Horizons partnered together to increase response, improve services, and raise awareness in an 
effort to stem the tide of sexual assault on campuses and in the surrounding community. 
 
This past August, Aurora Health Care announced the last round of “Better Together Fund” grants, 
with $3.4 million donated to 23 agencies. Women and Children's Horizons, along with UW-
Parkside, Carthage College, and Gateway Technical College will receive just north of $400k 
over three years to address gaps in services, ensure compliance with federal guidelines, and help   
increase capacity. 
 
I could not be more thrilled to have the opportunity to take on the role of Campus Violence Prevention Coordinator, 
where I will oversee the project.  And, there could not be a more important time to be talking about campus culture and 
violence prevention. Recent events have increased the visibility of sexual violence in the news, and the rise of social media 
as a central component of how we access and share information has shed new light on the experiences of sexual        
assault survivors, particularly those of college-aged individuals. 
 
The most recent national survey shows that 1 in 5 women and 1 in 71 men experience sexual violence in their lifetime;  
the data further shows that most victims experience their first assault early in life – with fully 80% of female victims being 
assaulted before the age of 25. 
 
In January of 2014, President Obama established the Task Force to Protect Students From Sexual Assault. They released 
their first report in April that same year, pushing out a series of recommendations for universities. These, in conjunction 
with existing federal guidelines, such as Title IX and The Clery Act, have put renewed significance on these issues for  col-
lege personnel and students. 
 
Earlier this year, Women and Children's Horizons initiated collaboration with the three institutions of higher learning in the 
county, creating an MOU (“memorandum of understanding”), which paved the way for applying for Better Together 
funding when the request for proposals went out. 
 
As coordinator, I will be working on behalf of Women and Children's Horizons, networking with faculty, staff, and       
students at the three colleges to provide training and technical assistance, organize students and peer training groups, 
and create an outreach campaign specifically geared toward the student populations in Kenosha County.  
 
I will draw upon my more than twenty years of experience in the violence prevention movement. This work spans from my 
years as a student at UW-Madison, where I joined Men Stopping Rape, Inc., one of the nation’s first grass-roots men’s 
anti-violence organizations, and reaches to more recent work with the Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual Assault and the 
National Network to End Domestic Violence. It includes extensive experience facilitating prevention discussions, especially 
with college populations.  
 
In conjunction with the wisdom and experience of the rest of the staff at Women & Children’s, and the expertise and   
enthusiasm of the staff at our three college partners, I look forward to creating programming that will make the most of 

this funding opportunity; along with students and faculty, we will build a safer climate for colleges in Kenosha County. 
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A message from WCH’s Executive Director 

 

Happy Holidays to All! 

On behalf of WCH clients, staff, volunteers and board of directors, I want to express sincere gratitude for 
the support the Kenosha community has demonstrated during 2015.  WCH receives incredible donations all 
year long! These donations not only support the programs we offer, but allow us to send clients home with 
necessities they might otherwise be unable to afford. Food is delivered to our shelter weekly from many Boy 
and Girl Scout troops, church groups, and college fraternities and sororities. Eagle Scouts built a resource 
center at the administration building and assembled equipment for an adolescent study center at shelter. 
With a grant from the Green Bay Packers, Kenosha Women’s Network, Kenosha Lion’s Club and Kenosha 
Rotary West, we are rebuilding the shelter playground.  The Kenosha community’s generosity keeps us going!  
 
Additionally, WCH entered into a memorandum of understanding with Carthage College, The University of   
Wisconsin-Parkside and Gateway Technical College to collaborate on sexual assault education, intervention 
and prevention with students and faculty.  This work is made possible through a grant from the Aurora Better 
Together fund.  This is an amazing opportunity for WCH and institutions of higher learning to come together 
to work on a community issue. Our collaborative group received the largest grant in this category in the 
state! 
 
We look forward to 2016.  We know that with your help, WCH will only 
become stronger and provide the best services for our clients. 
 
Best, 
 

Beth Ballo  

I want to provide help to show my support for victims and survivors of domestic violence and 

sexual assault.  Please accept my donation of $_______________  check enclosed 

In memory of: ______________________ or in honor of:___________________________ 

Name(s):_________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip:_______________________ Phone No:____________________________ 

Email:___________________________________________________________________ 

Credit card no:______________________ Exp. Date:__________ 3 digit code:________   

 Mail to: Women and Children’s Horizons - 2525 63rd St.  Kenosha, WI 53143 

___  My employer will match my gift, please contact me.  

___ I am interested in volunteering, please contact me with more information. 

___ Please add me to the mailing list for (check all that apply)   Mardi Gras    Bowl-a-thon    

Golf Outing         Community Awards Luncheon 



Paving the Way!  Written by Kista Mouck 

WCH joining forces to provide sexual assault intervention 

LGBT Program Taking Off written by: Ashlee Zubek 

WCH is proud to announce the recent growth in our innovative LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

transgender, questioning or queer) program. As an underserved population, services to assist LGBTQ 

survivors of intimate partner violence and sexual assault is generally lacking. LGBTQ intimate partner 

violence and sexual assault is something not often talked about in the community; however, it needs 

to be a topic of conversation. Our program is working to break down the barriers the LGBTQ     

community faces in obtaining services from domestic violence and sexual assault programs by offer-

ing an LGBTQ advocate who is available to work one on one with clients, consult with other staff, 

promote and participate in community outreach, and create a safe environment where people can be 

themselves.  

“You should never feel obligated to ‘out’ yourself to procure services from an organization, however, in some cases it may be 

helpful. Added tactics of abuse in intimate partner violence can include manipulation of a person’s gender identity and/or 

sexual orientation as a form of power and control, while sexual assault may lead to questioning one’s identity or shame and 

self blame about one’s identity. It is important that programs recognize this and make available someone who can work one 

on one with members of the LGBTQ community.” –WCH LGBTQ Advocate 

WCH is proud to share the growth of our program and can’t wait to update the community on its continued success.  
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WCH’s Domestic Violence 50+ Group                    

written by: Beverly Sorensen 

WCH’s abuse in later life   

support group for women in 

mid-life or women with      

disabilities meets weekly. 

Not only are the women of 

this group survivors, they are 

thriving because of their 

openness to healing and  

supporting each other and 

because of the generosity of 

the community. 

Because of the benevolence of a woman donor, the group (13) was able to share a meal        

together at the Golden Corral. For some of the group members, this special time together is the 

only resemblance they have of a family anymore. Fun was had by all. 

Carthage College, through the courtesy of President Woodward and Penny Woodward arranged 

for the group to have tickets to the December 5th and 6th Christmas Festival held at Carthage. 

This was a beautiful and inspiring way to start the holidays. 

Rachel Waller from Parkside Manor hosted an open house for the purpose of kicking off the holi-

days by donating to WCH. The 50+ group has also benefited from this event by receiving gifts 

from their giving tree. 

The group and I are thankful and overwhelmed with all the thoughtfulness of our benefactors. 

Sexual assault advocacy is taking on a new meaning at WCH! As we leap into the New Year, we are proud to announce an addition 

to our sexual assault advocacy team, a licensed therapist with an extensive background in sexual assault counseling and art therapy. 

Therapy services are available to victims/survivors of sexual assault as well as friends and family of sexual assault victims/survivors.  

We are also exuberant about a new project funded by The Aurora Better Together Fund-University and College Partnership Grant, 

which allows us to partner with the University of Wisconsin-Parkside, Carthage College, and Gateway Technical College of Kenosha. 

Together, we are providing an entirely innovative approach to intervention and prevention work in the sexual assault field.  The grant 

allows allocation of an advocate on each of the college campuses once a week, educational programing and material, as well as 

providing a consistent, cohesive approach to sexual violence awareness and services in the community. Advocates will now be availa-

ble on site to help students who need/want help with: the healing process, reporting process, law enforcement procedures, and ob-

taining any further services.  



And the winners are... 

“Shelter Them From the Storm” Awareness Walk & Vendor Fair  

Women and Children’s Horizons could not be more grateful for the   

amazing volunteers,  donors, supporters, and community partners who 

rally around us to show their commitment to helping us to provide       

services to victims and survivors of domestic abuse and sexual assault.  

WCH held their annual Community Awards Lunch on Oct. 16th. Many 

thanks to Toni Valliere from Channel 12 News for emceeing our event 

and to Carthage College for being our event sponsor.  

Congratulations to our award winners:  

Corporate Award: Otto Nelson Moving & Storage 

Lee & Lynn Copen Award - The State of WI - Department     

of Corrections - Div. of Community Corrections 

Outstanding Community Supporter -  Aurora SANE     

Program 

Outstanding Volunteer - Linda Milson 

Dorothy Prewitt Service Award - Kim Rossi 

Most Valuable Board Member - Marcy Hufendick 

Nifty Thrifty Award - Sergeant Diana Northrop -        

Ellsworth  Correctional Center 

October is Domestic Violence Awareness  Month. WCH holds their annual  “Shelter 

Them From the Storm” Awareness Walk and Vendor Fair to show support for victims 

and survivors. The Kenosha Women’s Club was the place to be on Oct. 3rd.        

Registrants met to walk in downtown Kenosha with umbrellas 

open to show their support for victims and survivors of domestic 

abuse and sexual assault.  Upon their return attendees  

shopped at our vendor fair and viewed a fashion show      

featuring outfits and accessories from Nifty Thrifty Resale Shop.  

Thanks to everyone who attended to show their support! 
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“LEAF” PROJECT - Our tree needs more leaves! 

Please help WCH make our tree come to life.  An amazing gift for 
the friend or family member who has  everything.  Honor a loved 
one with a personalized leaf.   
 
4” copper leaf $100 - provides 2.5 hours of advocacy at the Child 
Advocacy Center 
4” enameled copper leaf $150 -  provides 7 bed nights at WCH 
shelter    
5” copper leaf $500 -  provides 12 hours of advocacy  
5” enameled leaf $750 - provides 1 month of utilities at shelter 

6”  copper leaf $1000 - provides 1 mortgage payment for shelter   
6” enameled leaf $1500 will  provide one month of food at shelter.  
 
Give the gift that gives;  individually or as a group. Call 656-3500 to order your leaf or for 
more information.  WCH will provide a gift card to give to the recipient that  explains the   

“Leaf Project”.  “Let Everyone Acquire Freedom” from sexual assault and domestic violence.  

L-R : Lori Hanson, Sandy Riese,    

Beth Ballo, and Toni Valliere 

Above: 2015 Community Award 

Winners 

Below: Sergeant Northrop      

receiving her award from Nifty 

Thrifty Staff: Lisa, Maryann, and 

Sue.  



Nifty Thrifty Resale Shop expanded; continues to bring a much needed 

revenue stream to WCH.  

2525 63rd St. 

Kenosha, WI 53143 

Administration - 262-656-3500 

Help Line - 262-652-9900 

www.wchkenosha.org 

Women a nd  Ch i ld r en’s  Hor i zo ns  

Nifty Thrifty is located in the old Jockey Outlet Store, 4200 39th Ave. in Kenosha. 

 Store Hours: Tues - Fri 10am - 5:30pm Saturday 9am - 5:30pm 

Like them on Facebook: Nifty Thrifty Resale of Kenosha   

The mission of Women  and Children’s  

Horizons is to provide support, education, 

training, and healing for victims of sexual 

and domestic violence/abuse.  
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Thanks to the generous support of the Kenosha  community, 

Nifty Thrifty was able to expand their retail space,      

doubling the square footage to over 10,000 sq. feet. Stop 

in and see the great selection of men’s, women’s, and     

children’s clothing, accessories, decorative items, and now 

furniture.  

Donations of furniture and household goods are especially 

needed.  

“Like” Nifty on Facebook to learn about specials, sales, or 

to see new merchandise.  

Nifty is looking for volunteers who are interested in  helping 

pick up furniture from donors twice a month. If you are  

willing to volunteer, please contact  Felicia Dominguez,  

WCH Volunteer Coordinator at 262-656-3500.  

MARDI GRAS - February 27, 2016 

Grab your beads and get ready to party at 

WCH’s annual MARDI GRAS event taking place on 

Saturday, February 27th at Local 72 UAW Hall.  

 Cajun/American Cuisine 

 Coffee/Dessert Bar 

 Live Music/Dancing 

 Silent Auction/ Raffle 

Sponsorship opportunities are available. Check 

WCH website for details. Watch for the WCH newsletter electronically again in January 2016. 


